Detection of atrial fusion systole in patients with dual chamber pacemakers by 24-hour esophagus ECG.
We performed ambulatory 24-hour esophagus ECG in nine patients with dual chamber pacemakers suspect of transient arrhythmias in order to achieve correct and reliable P wave identification during daily life activities. In all patients episodes were observed with varying atrial artifact to left atrial depolarization sequences. These episodes probably reflected presence of atrial fusion systole, an ECG phenomenon which should be taken into account when analyzing ambulatory esophagus ECG. Thus, the ambulatory esophagus ECG revealed its ability to detect spontaneous atrial depolarization in the presence of pacemaker artifact in patients with DDD(R) pacemakers.